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FIGHT TO THE LAST
FROM BUNKERS AND DUGOUTS all over the 
war-ravaged Berlin the weary remnants of the once all-
victorious Wehrmact and Waffen SS prepare for their last, 
Doomed Battle...  King & Country’s “Berlin” releases 
form an accurate and authentic collection of those last 
tragic days defending the 
city. You can almost hear 
the demonic howl of the 
“Katyusha” rockets and the 
earth-shaking explosions of 
the Russian artillery. As our 
German “Soldaten” wearily 
take up their weapons and 
ready themselves for another 
Soviet assaults you can 
imagine them thinking... 
“How did it all come to 
this?”

SP14 “Berlin Tenement” 3 storey, 7 piece
rendition of a bomb and
bullet scarred
Berlin dwelling.
SP15 “Reich
Chancellery
Entrance” The
shattered Nazi
eagle surmounts
a massive doorway
leading into Hitler’s chancellery buildings.
SP16 “Reich Chancellery Annex” Another section of the frontage of the chancellery that can flank SP015 on either side.

THE FIGHTING SOLDATEN
WS63 “The Defenders” A motley group of 2 Waffen SS  
troopers... a Volksturm officer and a Volsgrenadier.
WS64 “The Russians Are Coming!” Another mixed 
section of 4 defenders... Waffen SS and Volksgrenadiers.

WS65 “The Last Stand” Surrounded and cut off this little 4 figure group 
prepares to make every bullet count.
WS66 “Anti Tank Gun” Using the specially adapted Panzerfaust anti
                 tank gun these two Volksgrenadiers are aided by a
                                      Waffen SS trooper shoulder-firing
                                     the same weapon.



HE THOUSAND-YEAR REICH lies in ruins... 
From his bunker Adolf Hitler continues to issue orders
to armies that no longer exist... Scattered

remnants of Volksturm, Hitlerjugend and
Waffen SS prepare for their last desperate
battle... The Red Army is closing in for the kill...
Berlin is about to fall...

   By April 25, 1945 Soviet forces 
under Generals Zhukov and Konev 
had surrounded the Reich’s 
capital and begun to fight their way 
through the suburbs into the very 
heart of the 
city. Despite 
valiant efforts 
the city’s 
defenders could 
no longer stem 
the Soviet tide 
- only delay it.
Berlin’s 
civilians 
meanwhile 
had taken 
to their un-
derground 
cellars and 
shelters to 

await their inevitable fate. 
They did not have long to 
wait...
On April 30, after a fierce 
day-long battle, the Reichstag 

(what had been the German Parliament) was 
taken... That same day Adolf  Hitler shot himself. 
Two more days of bitter, street-by-street, house-

to-house  fighting followed until, on May 2, 
1945 at 3pm, all German resistance finally 

ceased.
VICTORY IN EUROPE

To mark the end of the War in 
Europe, and to commemorate the 

60th Anniversary, King & Country 
released, no less than 17 sets  
(German & Russian) of soldiers, 
fighting vehicles and bomb-blasted 
buildings depicting the vicious 
struggle  for Berlin.

GERMAN FORCES
Our Germans soldiers feature a 

realistic and authentic mix of 
Volksturm... Volksgrenadiers... 

Hitlerjugend... and of course,  
Waffen SS. All of them posed 
in a mix of late-war uniforms 
and carrying a range of 
various weapons.
 The addition of our special 
“Berlin” diorama buildings 
provides extra realism and 
authenticity to an already 

dramatic range depicting 
the final days of “The 

Third Reich”.



Y NIGHTFALL on June 6, 1944, 
the Allies had achieved many of 
their “primary objectives”. They 

had secured all five of their landing 

beaches and already reinforcements  
were pouring in...
 On that warm summer evening the 
Allied forces had made a “break-in” not 
a “break through”. The real battle for 
Normandy was about to begin...

COUNTER ATTACK!
 Although initially caught off-guard the 
Germans soon reorganised themselves and  
began to launch a series of counter  attacks 
on the Canadian and American positions. 
In the forefront of

these assaults were 
the elite divisions of the Waffen SS.

 Superbly led... well 
trained... and highly 
motivated these men (and 
boys) with the double 
lighting flash on their 
collar patches did much 
to hold the German line 
and threaten the Allied 
advance.
 These Waffen SS 

soldiers using their experienced 
battlefield skills took full 
advantage of the unique Normandy 
“bocage”. This was the  centuries-
old network of sunken roads and 
steep hedgerows that bordered 

the small fields that 
blanketed

the Norman
countryside.
This landscape
was ideal for defence and 

camouflage. The Germans 
made excellent use of 
this to enable their vastly 
outnumbered tanks, artillery 
and infantry to take on the 
much larger Allied 
forces.
 T h e y 
did however 
still have to 
contend with 
British and 

American naval 
gunfire as well as 
the aerial assault 

from Allied fighters and bombers.
ACHTUNG! ACHTUNG!

 King & Country provides the largest and 
most diverse collection of German troops 
and fighting vehicles of the Normandy 
campaign of any current manufacturer of 
military miniatures. Presently, the following 
sets are available and in production...
 WS048 “Advance to Attack” - A four 
man patrol moves cautiously forward.
 WS049 “Prepare to Ambush” - Armed 
with two “Panzerfausts” this four man 
group seeks out Allied armour.
  WS050 “Panzer Grenadier 
Patrol” - These four Grenadier prepare to 
head towards the action.

 W S 0 5 1 
“MG42 Gun 
Group - Firing 
their MG42 

machine gun from a 
kneeling position this four man section is 
already in action.
 WS052 ”Prime Mover Halftrack” 
- This 8-ton tractor was used both to pull 
artillery and as a transport for the gun crew 
itself. Set comes with two figures.

AMPAIGNS”, a famous 
French general once said 
“Should always be fought 
in the summer... seldom in 

the spring or autumn ... and never, 
ever in winter!”
 Hitler, of course, had a scant 
regard for the advice of anyone... 
least of all French Generals. When, in 
June 1941, the Germans 
invaded the Russia 
they expected another 
‘walkover’... just like 
Poland... Scandinavia... 
the Low Countries and... 
France.
 The war, they were 
sure, would be over in 
weeks if not... a few 
months. By November 
1941, they had advanced 
hundreds of miles, won 
several major victories 
and were hammering at 
the gates of Moscow. 
Then “General Winter” 
stepped in...

WINTER STRIKES!
 With the first snows 
the German war machine 
ground to a halt... guns 
froze... engines seized up... 
oil turned to sludge and 

the freezing cold decimated 
the ranks of the still summer-
uniformed German troops.
 Many harsh lessons were 
taught and learned in that first 
Russian winter so that by the 
following year the German Army 
was much better prepared...
and clothed.

DRESSING FOR WINTER
 King & Country’s latest release 
shows a new German winter 
warrior radically different from the 
victorious conquerors of 1939 and 
1940.
 All of these new
pieces can be utilized in
either Eastern or WesternFront 
displays and dioramas.

WS079 “Winter Hummel”. 
Self propelled gun with four 
crew figures.
 WS080 “Gepard 
Flakpanzer”. Flank gun 
being used for “ground-
attack” - with four crew 
figures.
 WS081 “Kettengrad”. 
Field cable layer with three 
figures.
 WS082 “MG42 Gun 
Set”. In “fixed-firing” mode 
with three figures.
 WS083 “Lt. Gen. Hasso 
Von Manteuffel”. Personality 
figures plus field telescope.

 WS084 “Winter 
Sledge”. One soldier hauls 
his wounded comrade.
 WS085 “Winter 
Warriors Set B”. Two more 
winter infantry including 
one sniper.



WS054 “3-Seated Riflemen” - 
A three man grouping that fits 
into the Prime Mover.

ALSO AVAILABLE
 WS058 “New Fighting 
patrol” - Four additional Waffen 
SS infantrymen on the move.
WS060 “Tank Ambush” - A 
four-man “Panzerschrek” team are ready 

to knock-out any Allied tanks that comes 
their way.
 WS062 “Tank Riders” - 
Four seated, kneeling and
standing “soldaten” who
can be carried on any of
our German armour.

LETHAL & DANGEROUS
 Among the toughest of the German 
units opposing the Allies in Normandy 
were these Waffen SS formations - the 
1st “Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler” - the 
“premier” SS Division... the 2nd “Das 
Reich”... the 9th “Hohenstaufen”... 
the 10th “Frundsberg”... the 12th 
“Hitlerjugend”... and the 17th

“Gotz Von Berlichingen”.
 Two of our newest
“Normandy” releases are
from the 12th
“Hitlerjugend” Division...
 WS072 “Normandy
Panther Ausf. G.” - This is
K&C’s fifth version of this
mighty tank and... the best yet!
This particular model comes with
four superb crew figures and is 
camourflaged in a typical 3-colour scheme.

 WS074 “Motorcycle Combo” 
- The Germans made extensive use 

of motorcycles and this BMW 
combination belongs to the 12th 
SS again. Set includes two 
figures.

ARTILLERY SUPPORT
 Our other Normandy releases 
are...
 WS073 “Panzer Lehr Self 
Propelled Gun” - Mounted 
on a captured French 

“Hotchkiss” chassis this Assault 
Gun and its 3-man crew are from the 
Wehracht’s famous “Panzer Lehr” 
Division.
 WS075 “Commander’s 
Conference” - A gathering of four 
high-ranking Waffen SS officers 

including 1st SS Corps 
Commander Sepp 

Dietrich... 12th SS
 commanding 

offer “Fritz Witt” and two senior 
Regimental Commanders.

THE GERMAN ARMY IN 
NORMANDY

 For the Germans, the west 
was “a poor man’s war” 
overshadowed by the struggle 
against the 
Russians. Von 
R u n d s t e d t 

was responsible for the 
whole of France and the 
Low Countries, with the 
1st and 19th Army Group G 
covering the area south of 
the Loire, 7th and 15th Army 
Group B dealing with to the 
Dutch border, and Armed 
Forces Netherlands holding 

Holland. He had to do much with 
little. General Blumentritt, his chief 
of staff, complained that there was 
insufficient motor transport: infantry 
divisions had to rely on horses. Air 
attacks had reduced the flow of fuel, 
ammunition and spares, and many 
units had to detrain so far back that 
they were already tired by the time 
they came into battle. 

Some formations, like the SS Panzer 
divisions, were very good indeed, 
but others had been worn down by 
combat in the east and had not yet 
been fully reconstituted. Coastal 
divisions had weak artillery and 
little inherent mobility. Many of 
their officers and men had already 
been wounded, and one division 
was composed entirely of men with 
stomach ailments. The Germans made 
wide use of Osttruppen, recruited from 
amongst Russian prisoners of war 
and comprising a variety of national 
and ethnic groups: there were no less 
than 21 “Russian” battalions in the 7th 

Army alone. Blumentritt identified 
25 different types of division 
which varied in composition, with 

requirements for spares and 
ammunition which made 
them a quartermaster’s     
      nightmare.

Although the Germans were 
certain that the Allies would 
indeed invade - in November 
1943 Hitler issued a directive 
foreseeing an
offensive “not
later than the spring,
perhaps earlier” - they were 
unsure as to time and place. 
Most generals, deciding on 
the basis of traditional military 
education, thought the Pas de 
Calais, the most direct route, 
a more likely objective than 
Normandy. Hitler, reasoning 
intuitively, suspected that 
Normandy was more probable, 
but General Walter Warlimont 
admitted that his comrades 
were “not quite convinced” by 
this. The Germans were in a state of acute 

air inferiority, although many generals 
argued that this had less effect on the 
outcome of individual battles than it did 
on movement behind the lines. “It was like 
pitting a racehorse against a motor car”, 
wrote one.
 Yet it was not that simple. The 
Germans had some first-rate weapons, 

like the 88mm anti-tank gun, and tanks 
like the Panther and Tiger. Until defeats in 
the east and west in mid-1944 struck fatal 
damage to its replacement system, the 
German army took more time and trouble 
to train senior NCOs than the British and 
Americans took to train junior officers.

And if the fighting on the 
Eastern Front had done 
terrible damage to the 
Germans, it had also left 
them with a hard-forged 
nucleus of experienced 
junior commanders, men 
like Michael Wittmann, 
who almost single-
handedly stopped the 
British 7th Armoured 
Division on 14th June, 
and Hans con Luck, whose 
determination did so much 
to thwart British plans in 
Operation Goodwood the 
following month. Allied 
policy of offering Germany 
only unconditional 
surrender persuaded many 

German soldiers, even if they had 
little sympathy with the Nazis, that 
failure in Normandy would result 
in the invasion of their homeland. 
The defenders of Normandy were 
certainly not supermen: but this 
was an army proud with traditions, 
fighting with its back to the wall 
against adversaries who enjoyed 

q u a n t i t a t i v e 
superiority but often 
lacked experience 
and the sheer killer 
instinct.


