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IN SEPTEMBER 1941 a mysterious, 
radial-engined Luftwaffe fighter 
appeared in the skies over Northern 
France. Within days it had seized 
control of the air from the Royal Air 
Force’s Spitfire Mark V. For the next 
twelve months it would dominate the 
aerial battles over occupied Europe 
like no other fighter plane... It was the 
legendary Focke Wulf Fw190. 

  Work began on the Focke-Wulf Fw190 as far 
back as 1937 when the Nazi Air Ministry came 
up with a requirement for a “back-up” fighter 
plane to “supplement” the already proven 
Messerschmitt Bf 109.
  The aviation firm of Focke-Wulf was chosen 
to undertake the project and its chief engineer, 
Kurt Tank, was given the task of coming up with 
a successful design.
  It would take Tank and his design team almost two 
years before their prototype aircraft would be ready 
to be test flown in June 1939... just four months 
before the outbreak of the Second World War.

EARLY DAYS...
  When the first “190” appeared its simple, straight 
forward lines and excellent handling characteristics 
impressed the Luftwaffe hierarchy. There were 
however a series of major improvements that had 
to be incorporated into the design before the aircraft 
could be put into full production. Most of these 
involved increased engine power and... a better 
armament mix of machine guns and cannon.
  In July and August 1941 several Luftwaffe 
squadrons operating in northern France converted 
over from Messerchmitt 109’s to the new FwI90’s.
  With its superior speed, superb maneuverability 
and high rate of climb the heavily-armed Fwl90’s 
soon gained a nickname by friend and foe alike... 
The “Wurger” or... “Butcherbird”.

DEFENDER OF THE REICH
By mid 1944 a stream of Fw190’s were leaving 

German factories. Over the previous 
two years a whole host of 

improvements 

had been continuously made to ensure the aircraft 
flew faster... packed a heavier punch... and could be 
more adaptable for a variety of combat roles.
  Unfortunately for the Germans all of these 
practical strides forward could not mask the huge 
reversals that the were suffering on all fronts ... both 

in the East and the West. By this stage of the war 
the military initiative had moved decisively in the 
Allies’ favour.
  King & Country’s latest warbird is a Focke-
Wulf 190 A-7 in the distinctive markings of one 
of Germany’s highest scoring aces... Major Heinz 
Bar. Our model represents one of the aircraft 
personally flown by Major Bar on a very special 
day... On the morning of 29 April, 1944, Major Bar 
was flying “Red 13” and leading 27 other Fw190’s 
in their first attack against American bombers 

heading for the Reich’s capital, Berlin. 
Within minutes Bar shot down a P-47 
“Thunderbolt” and a four engined 
B-24 “Liberator” bomber. These 
last two victims brought his tally of 
“kills” to a staggering 202!
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